
29

Austrian LEADER ‘Cheese’ Project Creates Local Synergies 

EAFRD Supports Family-Run Eco-Farm Project in Hungary

Belgian EAFRD Project Helps Prevent River Pollution

For more information on all of these projects and hundreds more, log on to the RDP database on the ENRD website: 
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/policy-in-action/rdp_view/en/view_projects_en.cfm

EAFRD Projects

EAFRD funding has enabled a LEADER 
project, aimed at adding value to locally-
produced cheese, to collaborate with tourist 
services and farmers alike – improving the 
local economy of a mountain area in Austria. 

Some € 61186 in EAFRD support has ena-
bled the Bregenzer cheese route project 
to engage in a range of activities, including 
organising culinary and cultural events to 
promote the area, and training and promo-
tion events to improve business planning 
and marketing. Some 180 partners from 
different sectors are involved in the project, 
which is helping to safeguard local farming 
methods, employment and the income of 
1 200 farming families, as well as the ongo-
ing viability of 90 alpine dairies. In addition, 
turnover has increased significantly through 
direct marketing, giving local producers 

more independence from mainstream milk 
buyers. The project is currently focused on 
increasing financial viability through con-
tributions from three main partner groups: 
farmers, tourism and the public sector. A 

genuine example of the effectiveness of 
networking for creating synergies between 
farming, tourism and the local economy!

EAFRD funding has helped an organic fam-
ily farm in Dél-Alföldi region, in Hungary, to 
diversify its activity to include eco-tourism 
services for groups and individuals alike. 

The Héjja family have been practicing or-
ganic farming since 1999, and now run a 
‘multi-functional’ facility hosting research 
projects and farm-to-school programmes 
for local schools. In total, some €145 000, 
including €66 000 in EAFRD funding was 
invested to expand farm activity, allow-
ing for the building of a new agricultural 
exhibition centre to showcase traditional 
farming activities and equipment, an ani-
mal petting area to educate children about 
farm animals; and a new 60m2 apiary, made 
of traditional materials, to teach students 

about beekeeping. As well as allowing the 
family to diversify the farm’s activities, the 
project also provides jobs for the whole 
family and helps to keep young people in 
the area. The farm also benefits the entire 
local community by providing a new tour-
ist attraction, where visitors can enjoy fresh 
and organic food, and promote organic 
food practices in the region. 

Municipalities in the province of Limburg 
are cooperating with farmers to create and 
maintain natural buffer zones, which prevent 
river pollution from fertilisers and pesticides. 

Farming activities in the Dommel and 
Warmebeek river basin have resulted in 
run-off from some residues from fertilisers 
and pesticides seeping into the river. To 

combat the problem, seven municipalities 
in the province of Limburg, along with the 
Dommelvallei Water Management Agency, 
agreed to join forces with local farmers 
to find a way to protect and improve wa-
ter quality, as well as biodiversity. Some 
€500 000 was used to support farmers in 
the creation and maintenance of buffer 
zones between fields or arable land and 

watercourses, and to assist them in com-
pleting the necessary administrative re-
quirements. The buffer zones offer benefits 
for water quality and biodiversity, as well 
as improving the overall management of 
brook banks. In addition, the project fos-
tered a ‘spirit of cooperation’ between local 
authorities and farmers, and encouraged 
additional farmers to join the scheme. 
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The Bregenzerwald region is famous for the quality of its cheese.

Students learn about honey and organic produce at the 
popular ‘Farm to School’ programme at the eco-farm.
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In your  
Own words
In this section, we pass the microphone to 
you and hear what you have to say. For this 
issue, we spoke to you at the LEADER Event 
2012, held in Brussels on 27-28 April. 

“FARNET – the fisheries area’s network is  
actually about bringing the LEADER-type  
approach to a different type of area with a 
different set of problems, which is the fisher-
ies areas… indirectly proving that the LEADER 
approach works, that 
it is effective. Because 
it has been transferred 
now to another situa-
tion and it still works.”

Urzula Budzich-Szukala 
FARNET, speaking about 
the effectiveness of LEADER  
during a panel discussion, at the LAG Event 2012. 

 “I just hope that this programme will change in 
the right direction and that means the bottom-
up approach must be delivered. LEADER cannot 
be anymore just an approach.  
It must be a programme.”

Peter Plaimer, from the LAG  
Regionalkooperation Unterkärnten, 
Austria, speaking at the LEADER 
Event 2012, about his hopes for 
LEADER in the future.

 “I think in the future it will be 
important that new projects can 
be developed without being con-
strained by too much bureaucracy. 
I’m part of the ‘state system’ myself, 
but yet I see from looking in at how 

well a (LAG) can work – that it should not be constrained 
by too many rules and regulations. There has to be in-
novation and they (LAGs) have to be allowed to develop 
without constraint.”

J. Hogan from SECAD in Ireland, speaking about the need to 
curb bureaucracy for those working with LEADER. 

“I don’t apologise for having a system with sound financial 
management practices in it – because it has to be there.  
At the end of the day, we have to realise 
that we are managing somebody else’s 
money. We are managing tax payers’ 
money. We have to ensure the systems 
in place are robust enough to make sure 
that money is managed correctly.” 

Deirdre Kelly from the Irish Managing Authority, speaking about the 
necessity of administration and bureaucracy - during a panel discussion 
at the LEADER Event, 2012.

“Transnational cooperation is important to us because meeting other LAGs, 
exchanging ideas and sharing challenges, means we can work together to solve 
problems – or even find someone with a solution already! Seeing our area through 
other people’s eyes builds confidence in what we can achieve.” 

Malgorazata Sliczna, Stowarzyzenie Lokalna Group, Dzialnia Dolina Stobrawy, Poland, speaking 
about the importance of TNC, at the LEADER Event 2012. 
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Out&About
Smile, you’re on camera!  
Some of our favourite photos of all the  
networking activities you’ve been  
involved in, over the last few months.

Making a good 
point...
Alistair Prior (Scottish Rural Network) 
and Huub Kwantes (Netherlands Rural 
Network) at the Finnish NRN Meeting,  
in May 2012.

Connecting 
Rural Europe...
Terje Aus, from Saarte Koostöökogu  
LAG in Estonia, chats to  
Aivar Niinemägi  from the PAIK LAG 
in Estonia and another participant at 
the LEADER Event 2012, in Brussels, on  
27-28 April.

And the third most important 
aspect of a good LDS is...
Judit Rácz of Hungary chats to Silvio Calice, from the Mailella Verde LAG in Italy discuss 
Local Development Strategies at the LEADER Event 2012.
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Toasting success...
The winning team at the Müllerthal LAG ‘Stone Kingdom’ photo competition at the awards 
ceremony in January 2012, in Luxembourg. For more information, see page 29.

Enjoying  
the LEADER spirit...
Hanna Hirvonen, designer and owner of Hanhi Design, one 
of the participants and receiver of LEADER support, at the 
seminar on the role of the arts in rural development, held in 
Kaustinen, western Finland, in February 2012. 

Sshh!
Giuseppe Gargano and Annalisa 
Del Prete, from the Italian NRN 
share some networking and 
cooperation secrets at the 
LEADER Event 2012.
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Frequently asked questions (FAQs) 

Q:  How can I apply for EU rural development funding?

If you have a question you would like answered,  
write to our ENRD experts at info@enrd.eu!
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A: You can apply for EU rural development funding through the Member States’  
Rural Development Programmes (RDP). The application processes may differ 
between countries and for different types of rural development projects.  
The Managing Authority of the RDP or your National Rural Network (NRN) can 
explain the information you need to know about applying for EU rural development 
funding in your country.

Contact information for the RDP Managing Authorities and NRNs is available  
by clicking here. 

	 For any questions related to your log-in details, please contact: MyENRD@enrd.eu
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To view the new website please visit: http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/

Check out the re-launched ENRD Website!
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